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ROYAL VISITOR AT SCOTLAND’S BOAT SHOW
Thousands of visitors headed to Scotland’s Boat Show as HRH The Princess Royal opened the 30th Anniversary 
event held at Kip Marina over the weekend of the 14th, 15th & 16th of October. 
Princess Anne, who was greeted by Kip Managing Director 
Gavin McDonagh, praised Scotland’s Boat Show and Kip Marina 
saying; “Kip reflects a huge growth in leisure boating activities 
in Scotland and opening it up as you do through the Boat Show 
to encourage even more to take to the water is enormous 
encouragement to everybody else.  So thank you for all the 
work you’ve done to attracting more and more people to 
understand the pleasures of sailing in Scotland.”

During the opening ceremony The Princess Royal unveiled a 
plaque to mark the occasion, after which she spent nearly two 
hours touring the show and viewing first hand some of the more 
than 120 boats on display, touring the exhibitions, enjoying the 
on-water demonstrations including a particular interest in the 
wheelchair accessible Wheely Boat and meeting exhibitors and 
visitors to the show.

The Princess Royal and her husband Sir Timothy Laurence are 
keen seafarers and own a yacht, which is based in Scotland and 
at the end of her visit she was presented with flowers and a 
pair of sailing jackets by Inverkip Primary School pupils Morgan 
Barnes and Cameryn Foley.



GET AFLOAT EXPERIENCE 
James Allan of RYA Scotland explained, “The success of the Get 
Afloat experience has been really key for the event and it has 
been absolutely the perfect stage to bring so many people into 
the environment of boating and try going on the water in a 
variety of boats. That facilitated the partnership between Clyde 
Muirshiel Regional Park, the sportscotland National Centre 
Cumbrae, You & Sea and the Ocean Youth Trust, without whom 
we couldn’t have provided such experiences.”

UNRIVALLED SELECTION 
OF 120 BROKERAGE 
BOATS ON OFFER
For the buyer boats of all shapes and sizes were available 
to view and experience for everyone from the most 
experienced sailor to the complete novice including new 
boats from led Hanse catching the eye and the UK unveiling 
of the stunning environment-friendly Greenline 36 Hybrid 
Motor Yacht which with its wonderful lines and spacious 
accommodation is sure to be a hit in Scottish waters. 

There was an unrivalled selection of 120 brokerage boats 
on offer from Michael Schmidt & Partner whose team 
were operating at full pace from the moment the show 
opened, taking care of nearly 650 viewings and reporting 
an increase in interest of over 20% from last year’s record 
numbers. There was even a sale of a boat to Finland which 
was completed via video link prompting MS&P Manager 
Roseann Sweeney to say “without question this has been 
the best show yet and, with over 80% of our boats coming 
from outside Kip this proves that Scotland’s Boat Show is 
the place to be to buy or sell in Scotland”
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‘Get On The Water’ Pavilion
New for 2016 was the ‘Get On The Water’ pavilion supported by 
EventScotland and water sports, with experts on hand to help and 
offer advice on how to get involved in sailing, powerboats, RIBs, jet 
skis, paddleboards, canoes or even to try the model boats on the 
indoor pool!

Stuart Turner, Head of EventScotland, said: “We are delighted that 
2016 has been another successful year for Scotland’s Boat Show, 
showcasing the very best of Scotland’s sailing and boating heritage. 
Scotland is the prefect stage for cultural events and this year’s 
fantastic programme of on-water taster sessions, displays, talks and 
watersports ensured that locals and visitors, travelling from far and 
wide, experienced a memorable weekend.”

RYA SCOTLAND PAVILION
For boating and non-boating visitors alike there were plenty of attractions to experience in and around the four pavilions at SBS16 
including the RYA Scotland pavilion which hosted many of the marine trade and the RYA Scotland stage, in partnership with Practical 
Boat Owner, which hosted a series of ‘Ask the Expert’ talks covering topics ranging from technical advice on weather or materials to 
how to sail across the Atlantic.

Scotland’s Boat Show is the largest brokerage (pre-owned) show in the UK and during the three-day event more than 350 visitors 
took the chance to get on the water themselves via the RYA Scotland hosted free taster sessions in dinghy sailing, yacht cruising, 
motor cruising, RIB driving and accessible boating which proved extremely popular despite the challenging autumnal weather.



Clyde Life pavilion & the new 
West College Scotland Food & 
Drink pavilion a huge success
On shore visitors enjoyed more than 40 designer, art and 
craft stalls in the extended Clyde Life pavilion while next 
door the new West College Scotland Food & Drink pavilion 
was a huge success as TV celebrity chef Nick Nairn had 
audiences enthralled with a series of entertaining cookery 
demonstrations ably assisted by the hospitality students of 
West College Scotland.

Jim McAllister, Head of Hospitality, Tourism and Languages 
commented that “West College Scotland was delighted to be 
part of this successful event which provided our students 

from across the College with a range of real workplace 
experiences which included supporting live cookery 
demonstrations, audience research, information stewarding 
and demonstration marshalling.  These roles gave our 
students the chance to develop customer-facing and 
communication skills.  I’m sure the students will use these 
skills in the future, whether that be in their studies or in their 
career. One thing is for sure, they all really enjoyed their time 
at the Boat Show – the feedback we’ve received has been 
extremely encouraging.”

HOME OF SCOTLAND’S BOAT SHOW

sco
tlandsboatshow.co.u

k



PIPE BANDS, POWERBOAT RIDES, 
JET SKI AND FLYBOARDING 
Adding to the mix over the show were Pipe Bands, Powerboat Rides, Jet Ski and Flyboarding displays plus a host 
of other activities that had one visitor describe the show as an amazing showcase for Scottish boating.
Kip Marina MD Gavin McDonagh reflected that “Another year, another fantastic show! This year we were graced by the 
presence of HRH Princess Anne opening our 30th Anniversary show which was great credit to the work put in by all of the staff 
at Kip Marina. A bumper year for entries and boat sales and the largest number of exhibitors ever ensuring that the show has 
something for everyone. We are looking forward to next year already!”
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A LETTER FROM CRAOBH MARINA…
Sometimes, it seems, we have no news to report, but we’ve had 
a wonderful year and been nibbling away with work at the site. 
‘Marina Harvest’ moved into the new workshop at Craobh at the 
start of August. Locating their workshop at Craobh has benefitted 
us with additional berthing of their local fleet of personel boats, 
supply boats and servicing barges, everything from 7.5 to 26 mtrs 
in length and we lengthy working relationship with that Company 
and their ever growing workforce.

West Highland Yachting Week brought in only 88 entrants 
this year but all were accommodated along with the flotilla of 
committee boats. The NEW Craobh race office with it’s dedicated 
internet link was appreciated by the Regatta Committee who soon 
made themselves comfortable. The facility will be used next by the 
Clyde Corinthians as office for the Round Shuna Island Pursuit Race 
at the start of September, the last scheduled event of the year.

Our berth customers, resident and visitors with larger yachts have 
enjoyed the use of the upgraded finger berths on the ‘big boat’ E 
walkway. These berths with extra width, heavier moorings and 
offlying relief buoys can accommodate 14 yachts up to 80feet 
in length, along with the four hammerhead berths capable of 
accommodating up to 140feet in length.

The stories of cold showers 
at Craobh are legendary but 
as the berth holders have 
found out, the problems 
have been resolved and there 
is now less to fear in having a 
shower at Craobh Marina.

Upgrading of the tumble driers in the marina launderette has been 
well received and we all thank Gavin for organising this.

The Craobh Marina Cottages continue to provide excellent 
holidayaccommodation for visitors from far and wide. The houses 
which are constantly being upgraded to meet the demands of the 

esteemed guests have all had 
their exteriors repainted this 
year and the new re-cycled 
benches and tables have 
been a successful addition 
during the excellent dry sunny 
summer.

Building work has commenced 
and is well under way on the 
three plots sold last year and we look forward to welcoming the 
new residents to the village environ.

The Lord of the Isles bar and restaurant, under new management 
this year, has been kept busy with hungry visitors and has worked 
hard to satisfy all commers, while also picking up the award for 
‘Best Dog Friendly Pub in Scotland’.

The Giving Tree gift shop has opened longer hours this season and 
has been happy with the extra custom sent their way, increasing 
the output of their unusual and different gifts and souvenirs.

Both the Farsain and Jenny Wren have had an excellent summer 
with a constant stream of visitors enjoying the boat trips to take 
in the huge variety of wildlife and geology in our phenomonally 
scenic location. 

The Coryvreckan whirlpool trips are 
always a great attraction, but the 
wildlife has been particularly plentyful 
this year.

The staff at Craobh, at the Cottages, in 
the Boatyard, around the Estate and at 
the Marina all look forward to welcoming even more visitors in the 
future and will always be receptive of suggestions as to how they 
can improve or fine tune the facilities available.

All the best - Alistair

FAIRLIE QUAY NEWS
With our 80-ton hoist being the biggest on the Clyde, it is fairly 
common to see some large craft both on-shore or berthed at Fairlie 
Quay and this summer was no exception.

Alongside a vast array of visiting 
power and sail boats, there 
were a couple of distinguished 
visitors to the North Ayrshire 
facility that are worth a special 
mention.

A beautiful example of Swedish 
luxury powerboat manufacturer 
Delta arrived for a day at Fairlie 
after developing a propeller 
issue whilst visiting the Scottish 
West Coast. The stunning Delta 
88 “Stina-Kajsa” was lifted, 

serviced and returned to the water all in the space of 24 hours and 
to the delight of the owners. 

Already used to handling cruise ships, even Fairlie’s pier was 
dwarfed by the arrival of the MS Albatross during the summer. At 
over 210m long and 28,000 tons, she operated a tender service to 
allow her 500 German passengers to disembark and head off to 
tour Burns country in a fleet of a dozen luxury coaches.

Finally, a new arrival on-
shore was our latest Fairlie 
Quay van which made its 
debut having been wrapped 
in a new custom designed 
vinyl to stand out from  
the crowd!  

Victoria Hillman www.vikspics.com


